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OLDEST CHAIR IN AMERICA

Hanover, Pa., lost the oldest and
what Is believed to be the moet re-
markable piece of furniture In Ameri-
ca when the famous Blngley armchair,
which has eeen five centuries, was
expressed to Hagerstown, Md., the
home of Joseph Parker blngley. vho
Inherited It by the will of his father,
the late John Jackson itlngley of Han-
over. Kept as an heirloom, the an-

cient chair has been pacsed down from
father to sou for many generations.

Edward Mngley of Baltimore, Md.,
heir apparent to the coveted relic.

The chair is a massive piece of
work, made in Yorkshire, England, in
1430. It represents the type of ar-
chitecture popular in those days.
English oak, inlaid with various kinds

wood, was used in its construction.
The back Is handsomely carved and

the top flrures of birds are engrav-ed'Th- e

Joints are mortised and ueld
together with wooden pegs.

Sixty-tw- o years before Columbus
discovered America this chair was
built, and it remained in the town of
Blngley, named from the ancestors of
the present owner, during the reign of
twenty English monarchs, from Hen-
ry VI. to Victoria. After ft brief stay

Leeds, it was taken to Manchester.
In 1856 the chair was brought to

this country on theship Mary Hale
and was landed at Baltimore. In the
Civil war the chair was in Richmond,

a., where the owner temporarily left
In the care of a friend while he es- -

d to the north. Subsequently it
us sent to Watertown, N. Y., and in

4 was brought to Hanover.

:EEDING THE RATS

uttn correspondent reports a
orrible Incident" which befell

fish lady. Her "butler" was In
bit of calling loudly beneath
kdow every evening about 7.
suggested that he was calling

Ihe cattle or the chickens
but though she had neither, the

fori some time took no notice.
ona evening, having the curlos- -

Ito look, she was horrified to see
IbiiMer. like a dusky pled piper,

aded by a troop of rats. There
i quite 50 of them, from the big

to small tnuskrats, all be- -

, the remains' of her soup,
uther bits. In a plague

was an amusement that
ended.
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LIGHTING BY SUGAR

The suggestion has been put for-
ward that there is every possibility
that. In the near future, sugar will
play an Important part in the pro-
vision of a new method of artificial
lighting. Experiments have shown
that when disks of loar sugar are
placed on a lathe and rapidly rotated
while a hammer plays lightly against
them, there is an almost continuous
radiation of artificial light At pres-
ent the practical value of the discov-
ery Is nil, but It la quite within the
bounds of possibility that discoveries
will soon be made that will render
Its practical application a certainty.
The cause of the phenomena Is not
at present correctly understood, but
It Is probably due to some change in
the formation of the sugar crystals.
Cases where the act of crystallization
Is accompanied by flashes of light are
not unknown and probably this Is due
to some similar cause. At any rate,
this appears to be the only feasible
explanation, as it has been proved
that the light is not caused by the
heating of the sugar during the ex-

periment

CLOCK MADE ALL OF STRAW

Mat a i IwBnsBs

Ingenious men of many times and
many lands have made numerous cu-

rious timepieces, but few of them sur-
pass the clock built by a German
shoemaker. It is made wholly of
straw, several thousand pieces being
used In its construction, and Its total
weight Is seven ounces. There are
eight pendulums and the mechanism
Is wound up by the pressing of a but-

ton, when It runs for five hours.

ROPES OF HUMAN HAIR

We are constantly getting some of
our cherished ideas shattered by re-

search. One of the stories which was
not always accepted as an axiom re-

lates to the ladles of Carthage, who,
we were taught, cut off their hair, of-

fered their tresses In the temples ol
the gods and then turned them Into
ropes for the warships when theli
country wsb threatened. The newi
now comes from Antwerp, through a
French source, that a manufacturer
In that city has turned his attention
to this method of rope making. He
asserts that human hair possesses
great durability, a strand can lift JubI
three-quarter- s of a ton, and anothei
advantage Is that such a rope doel
not stretch The Amsterdam manu-
facturer's Idea Is to use his hair ropei
for aeroplanes In place of wire stays

From Graves

it is the otftom among th les wealthy classes In Greece to bury a body

for tlT year tily. At th end of that parlor! th bones are xhumd, that
room my 00 m 18 ln tn Brave for nir bodies. Th boxes and bundles of

human oonea, hn shown awaiting ranioval by raUtlve;. or frlendi of th de-

ceased, ar en utside th charnel h ue of th cmiry at Athens.

A FEDERAL HEALTH BOARD.
i

It Is gratifying to note that the bill
for the creation of a federal health
board will not be allowed to pass with'
out a protest. Reports of organized
rlalstance come from all parts of th
country, and It may bo that the oppo-
sition will noon be sufficiently solidi-
fied to defeat a project that promise
Infinite mischief for the community,
and suffering and injustice for the in-

dividual.
The proposal Is based upon those

parlous clalmB that are notoriously
hard to controvert. If a federal health
board were (o confine Its activities to
the promulgation of salutary advice
npon hygienic matters, to the abate-
ment of quackery, and to the purity of
drugs it might be possible to say
much in Its favor, although It would
still be difficult to say that such an
organization Is needed. But We know
that It will attempt to do far more
than this, seeing that Its adherents
have loudly proclaimed their Inten-
tions. Indeed, there is no secrecy
about them. It Is confidently expected
that the board will consist of advo-
cates of one school of medicine only
and that the methods of that school
will be not only recommended, hut
enforced upon the nation. Indeed a
board that was In any way representa-
tive of the medical profession as a
whole would be stultified by Its own
disagreements. Outside the domain
of simple hygtene, for which we need
no federal board at all, there is no
single point of medical practice upon
which allopaths, homeopaths, eclectics
and osteopaths could be In unison.
Any hiard that could be devised by
the wit of roan must be composed of
representatives of one school only,
and this means that all other schools
are branded as of an Inferior caste,
even though nothing worse happened
to them. And something worse would
happen to them. If n are to establish
a school of medicine. It we are to as--se-rt

tbbi. the government of the Unit-
ed States favors one variety of prac-
tice more than others, why not estab-
lish also a sect ot religion and be-

stow special authorities upon Bap-
tists, Methodists and Episcopalians?
An established school of religious
conjecture seems somewhat less ob-

jectionable than an established sect
of pseudo-BClentlfl- s conjecture.

Those who suppose that a federal
board of health would have no concern
with individual rights are likely to
find themselves undeceived. It 1b for
the purpose of Interfering with Indi-
vidual rights that the proposal has
been made. We need no special
knowledge of conditions to be aware
that what may be called unorthodox
methods of healing have made sad In-

roads Into the orthodox. Homeopathy
claims a vast number of adherents
who are Just as well educated and Just
as intelligent as those who adhere to
the older school. Osteopathy, eclecti-
cism, and half a dozen other methods
of practice are certainly not losing
ground. Beyond them is the vast and
increasing army of those who may be
classed under the general and vague
name of mental healerB. Those who
are addicted to any of these forms of
unorthodoxy need have no doubt as
to the purposes of the federal health
board. Those purposes are to make
it difficult for them to follow their
particular fads and fancies, to lead
them, and if necossary to drive them,
from medical unorthodoxy to medical
orthodoxy.

Now the Argonaut holds no brief
for any of the excesses and the super-
stitions connected witb the care of the
body In which this age Is so rife. But
It does feel concerned for the preser-
vation of human liberty and for the
rights of the individual to doctor him-
self In any way he ploases so long as
be does not Indubitably threaten the
health of the community. He may
take large doses or small ones, or no
doses at all; he may be massaged,
anointed with oil, or prayed over, just
as the whim of the moment may dic-
tate, and probably It makes no par
tide of difference which he does. Bui
he has the right to choose, just as he
chooses the color of his necktie or the
character of his underclothing. It is
not a matter in which any wise gov-
ernment will seek to interfere. This
Ib precisely the liberty that the health
board intends to take from him.
Orthodox medicine, conscious of Its
losses, Is trying to buttress Itself by
federal statute, to exalt allopathy to
the status of a privileged caste, and
to create an established school of
medicine Just as some other countries
have allowed themselves to create an
established school of religion. It Is
for the common sense of the commu-
nity to rebuke that effort and to re-p-

an unwarranted Invasion upon ele-
mentary human rightB. Son Fran-Cisc- o

Argonaut.

A Drain of th Company.
On his way home from the theater,

wuere he bad seen a performance of
"Othello," Bobby was unusually quiet

"Didn't you enjoy the play," his
grandfather asked at last.

"Oh, yes, very much," replied Bobby.
"But. grandpapa, there's one thing I

don't quite understand. Ooes the
btuck man kill a lady every nlghtT"
Youth's Companion.

Natural Deduction.
"Papa, are lawyers always

?"
"No, daughter; why do you ask

"Because 1 read so much In the pa-
pers about their

Kindred Spirit.
"Lady." said Plodding Pt, "1 aln"t

a sh
has T
him."
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LEGEND OF THE MISTLETOE

Some Claim Goddesses KUsec All
Who Passed Under Plant as Sym-

bol of Love.

(By E. R. OAILLARD.)
According to Scandinavian mythol-

ogy, Lnkt (the god of Til) was the
sworn enemy of Baldur (the god of
light), and tried by every means ln his
power to kill him, but. failed because
he was Invulnerable to everything that
came from earth air, fire, or water.

l."ki, at last, conceived the idea that
the mistletoe, springing from neither,
would Berve his purpose, and, having
an arrow made from that wood, he
helped Hodl (the blind god of dark
ness), to aim It, and Baldur fell dead

shot through the heart.
All the gods and godesses prayed

for his restoration to life, and when
the prayer was granted it was de-

creed that the mistletoe should never-
more have power to do harm unless
it touched (he earth, and the goddess
of love was appointed to guard It,

Some legends claim that the god-- '
dess kissed all who passed tinder she
plant as a token tbitt li was no long-
er a weapon of death, but a symbol of
love, while others assert that she ex-

acted a kiss from each as a propitia-
tion, or the bough should be allowed
to work harm.

Another reason for the kissing
privilege conferred by the plant Is
said to be that a lovely maiden pre-
ferred death to the kisses of an old
monk who pursued her, and her pray-
ers for deliverance were answered by
transforming her Into a mistletoe
branch and placing her In a tree.

The monk waited for her return,
but rather than that, she clasped the
tree and remained clinging to It, leav-
ing the waiting monk to kiss whom-
ever he could catch.

The custom of "kissing beneath
the mistletoe" is so old that no one
knows when or how it originated;
but when young people are found se-
lecting the branches that have the

Mistletoe.

most berries on, it Is fair to suppose
that they know a kiss must be given
for each berry plucked, and that the
ceremony 1b never complete until
every berry is off the branch.

There was once a common, though
mistaken belief that the mistletoe
grew on oak trees only, but that was
so far from true that the Druids, who
held the oak as absolutely sacred be-

cause they believed it to represent
the One Supreme God, deemed the
mistletoe doubly sacred If found on
one, and carefully guarded It until the
sixth day after the first new moon
of each year.

When this time arrived, priests
robed In white surrounded the tree
and held solemn ceremonies, among
which was the sacrifice of two white
bulls.

After the ceremonies, a priest in !

spotless robes ascended the tree and,
with a golden knife, cut the mistle-
toe and let it fall on to a white cloth
held by other priests.

The branches were then formally
"blessed" and divided among the peo-
ple who believed the sprays given
them lo have miraculous powers.

The common belief in the efficacy
of the plant was such that It was
called but according to an
old legend, a certain lover searched
many days for a specimen growing
on an oak tree, that he might secure
its branches for the cure of his be-

trothed, who was sick unto death, but
when he found it he touched the sap
while cutting the branches, and fell
dead near the tree, indicating that
the sap was a deadly poison.

The plant thrives ln America from
New Jersey southward and westward,
and those who know It only as a part
of Christmas decorations can have
little idea of how often It overruns
trees to the extent of being a nuis-
ance.
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HOME-MAD- E MOTOR ICEBOAT

On Constructed to Take Place of Reg-

ular Sail Iceboat and Used With
Success Last Winter.

This mobor-drivi-- n Iceboat was
to take the place of the regu-

lar sail Iceboat, !icd the one from
'which the accompanying Illustration
was made was UBed with success all
last winter.

The boat is 4 feet wide at the
widest part and ten feet long. The

Iceboat Propelled by Engine.

runners are about ten Inches high,
shod with steel ground concave the
same as a skate runiier. The motor
Is a r en-6i-

which was taken from an old
motorcycle. JThe power is transmit-
ted by a belt to a spiked driving
wheel, giving a reduction of about 7ft
to 1, says a writer In the Popular Me-
chanics. The rear wheel of the motor-
cycle was also taken and an Iron band
shrunk on for a tire, and steel horse-
shoe calks attached at four-Inc- Inter-
vale for the spikes. The two pieces
that support the spiked Irtvlng wheel
are hinged so as to allov 'he wheel to
rise and fall ov r sriy--

.

imps on the
ice and to let tb enI-.- e fre
when desired. The entire boat with
its pr-.- . k equipment weighs 120
pourids.

The boat is operated from the rear
one lever foi controlling the

s ark, another for thl throttle and the
third for directing tme course of the
boat

EDUCATIONAL T0Y IS QUEER

Wheel Rolls Round End of Magnet,
but Doesn't Fall Off Amusing Play-

thing Patented by OHioan.

A toy that is oth amuslkg and of
educational valu has been patented
by an Ohio man. A horseshoe, magnet
with unusually 1 ng poles has the ends
of these poles roi nded. A single wheel,
with a round st 1 bar running through
It for an axle, sts upon this axle on
the poles of t magnet, which form
an endless trac for it. The wheel, of

"'
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